Report of the RSGB ARDF Committee for the period ending 31 Dec 2009

The ARDF Committee is a group of committed volunteers who have been driving forward the development of this aspect of ‘Sport Radio’ in the UK.

ARDF continued to develop during the year and a programme of 17 separate days of ARDF competitions plus a seminar in Scotland were promoted by the Committee.  This is a new ‘high’ for ARDF and the year was also marked by having two events on the same day at opposite ends of the country – at Milngavie near Glasgow and at Coombe Hill near Wendover in the Chilterns.

Events are the lifeblood of our sport and the Committee wishes to record its thanks and appreciation to all those who organised events in 2009. Outside of the Committee we are grateful to David Heale G6HGE,  Steve Stone RS193217, Phil Ellis M0GIE and the Oldham Club and Michael Dunbar M6MDD for their contributions.

A three day  ARDF Festival was staged in Shropshire over the Spring Bank Holiday weekend. This incorporated the British ARDF Championships and separate competitions were held on 144 MHz and on 3.5 MHz.  Both of these used different parts of Brown Clee Hill whilst the third day of the Festival moved into Wales for a FoxOring event at Corndon Hill.

The Festival enjoyed superb spring weather to the delight of our visitors from the Continent.  The President of the RSGB, Colin Thomas G3PSM, came to see something of ARDF and to present the trophies and certificates.  He took the opportunity to go out onto the course and try some ‘hands on’ ARDF.

The 144 MHz Champion was David Williams M3WDD running in the M40 class and the 3.5 MHz Champion was Bob Titterington G3ORY running M60. 

During the year the Committee took a number of steps to improve participation. The first of these was to run an ARDF Seminar at Mugdock Park, Milngavie near Glasgow. The aim of the Seminar was to introduce ARDF to Scotland and it was well attended with 25 people enjoying an introduction to the radio sport in pleasant April sunshine. It was followed later in the year by the first actual event to be held in Scotland.  The Committee has benefited greatly from the enthusiastic support of committee member Tom Mitchell GM0JHF and also Dave Cossar GM3WIL in the efforts to promote ARDF in Scotland.

The Committee also assembled a kit of equipment to allow a FoxOring event to be run for up to 24 participants. This was used at the Mugdock Seminar, at two events held in conjunction with Orienteering Clubs and also at two of the normal programme events.  Publicity about the kit in Radcom resulted in some enquiries about the use and availability of the kit

The autumn is the time of year that the Committee is active in promoting ARDF at Shows and Conventions. We had a stand at the Leicester Show in September and another at the RSGB Hamfest in October. We were also represented at the RSGB  Convention at Wyboston in the same month.  These stands do attract a group of radio amateurs who have an interest in the more energetic pursuits of life and who are tempted to try out ARDF.  Attendance at these events has proved to be very worthwhile in promoting ARDF to the wider amateur community.

On the International scene, 2009 was the year of  the bi-annual IARU region 1 ARDF Championships in September.  The event was staged by the BFRA (Bulgarian national society) at Obzor on the Black Sea coast.  Bob Titterington competed in the M60 class and Steve Chalk in the M40 class. The UK competitors were entirely self-funded.

Looking ahead to 2010, the Committee sees the continuing need to focus on increasing participation.  It is hoped to extend the programme of events involving orienteers by running more ‘demonstration’ FoxOring events in conjunction with summer orienteering events.  

We will also be looking at ways in which ‘Come and try it’ events might be run and promoted to the amateur community in different parts of the UK. 

Finally, the events programme, which continues to grow each year, might be focused in different areas of the country. Participation is likely to be better if an event is taking place within 60 miles of one’s home instead of 120 miles.

There will be the World Championships in Croatia in September and the early indications are that the RSGB could be set to send its largest team ever to an international event.

Finally, I wish to acknowledge the enthusiasm and contributions of the Committee members in running events and promoting the sport.  During the year, Dave Burleigh left the Committee and his contribution since 2002 is much appreciated. He has been replaced by Robert Vickers G3ORI.

The Committee is also grateful for the unfailing support it has received from the RSGB Board member responsible for Sport Radio, Don Field G3XTT.
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