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GB80RBP. A chance meeting between a
member of the Radio Society of Harrow and
a representative of the Bentley Priory Battle of
Britain Trust resulted in the RS Harrow being
invited to take part in the Heritage Open Day
at Bentley Priory in Stanmore. The former
RAF base, which was the headquarters of
RAF Fighter Command during the Battle of
Britain, was to open its doors to welcome
visitors for the first time in 82 years as part
of the event organised by the Civic Trust.

The radio club were thrilled and delighted to

be invited to demonstrate radio communications
at this prestigious event. The most suitable
location, taking into consideration both the
best way to rig the antennas and the most
accessible site from a visitors’ point of view,
was on the lower ground floor overlooking the
gardens. Two weeks of whirlwind of activity
followed. There was a team of members to
organise, extra tables and display boards
(courtesy of Harrow Library Service) were
borrowed, antennas had to be erected,
display material on Voluntary Interceptors

and the Radio Security Service was devised
and the loan of vintage military equipment
from various sources was also organised.

A special callsign application was submitted,
assisted by a letter of support from the Bentley
Priory Battle of Britain Trust. Ofcom, helpfully,
expedited permission to use GB80RBP,
representing RAF Bentley Priory. A sked was
also organised over the weekend with GB2BP
at Bletchley Park.

THE STATION. A fine collection of antennas
were erected on the lawns: a G5RV, which
extended over two locator squares, running
from the main balcony (IO91UP) to the
adjacent 1950s accommodation block
(IO91TP); a mast with a VHF/UHF 6, 2
and 70 collinear; a WWII vertical receiving
antenna; a Butternut vertical and a long
wire. Operational equipment included an
HF Icom, HF Kenwood, a Yaesu HF rig,
Icom D-Star rig, an FT-747GX with a
laptop decoding PSK31/SSTV, an FT-9800
VHF/UHF rig, a Morse tutor and key and
a working 1940s R1155 receiver.

Originally built in 1766, Bentley Priory
was significantly extended in 1788 by Sir
John Soane and, in the late 19th Century,
was used as a hotel and girls' school before
being acquired by the Royal Air Force in
1926. During the Heritage weekend over
5000 visitors flocked to the site, taking tours
of the house and grounds as well as viewing
the exhibits provided by the Bentley Priory
Trust and various local societies, including
crafts, conservation and local nature displays
and nostalgic reminders of life in the 1940s.

VISITORS.Many of the visitors found their
way to RS Harrow’s two rooms and they
provided demonstrations of Morse and helped
younger visitors with information for their
quiz trail. A number of visitors introduced
themselves as fellow radio amateurs and
they also had several ex-Service visitors,
including a 90-year-old lady who found
she could still read the Morse being sent.

The room next door had been allocated to
the Bletchley Park Trust for a code-breaking
display and the RS Harrow station was joined
by their representative for the sked between
GB80RBP and GB2BP. Overall it was a very
busy and exciting weekend and a wonderful
opportunity to demonstrate amateur radio to
the public. RS Harrow feel privileged to have
taken part.

The objectives of the Trust are to establish
and maintain Bentley Priory as a centre for
education, information, training and teaching
of the history of the Battle of Britain and
aerospace history, aerospace technology and
its future advancement; and to use Bentley
Priory as a permanent memorial to those who
served in the Royal Air Force and in particular
(but not exclusively) during the Battle of
Britain. Further information can be found
at www.bentleypriory.org.
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