Data Communications Committee – July 2005

Activity employing “conventional” modes (AX.25 et al) continues to slowly decline. It is apparent that in essence only the use of automatic position reporting (“aprs”) systems and DX cluster operations comprise packet radio operations today.

Some frequencies at 144 MHz have been re-designated for use by Internet Voice Gateways, and some localised operational difficulties have been encountered where users have employed equipment which does not truly conform to the 12.5 kHz channel spacing specification used in that band.

It is probable (but by no means certain) that the meteoric rise in requirements for spectrum to support these Internet Voice Gateways is now at an end, since frequencies are now available – on one band or another – in most areas of the UK. There are a small number of locales where total saturation has occurred (Croydon, Birmingham). It is not proposed to seek additional spectrum to address these localised difficulties at this time.

The introduction of an administrative fee for the processing of Internet Voice Gateway NoVs has had a mixed reception, but on the whole is has been understood and accepted that these were not “free” in the past, but were in fact subsidised by a Government department who were no longer in a position so to do. Other than the actually collection of the fee (which is properly the responsibility of RSGB HQ staff), this scheme is currently administered entirely by DCC members and operates efficiently.

As of 1st July is has been possible for additional applications to be made to permit the unattended operations of Gateways on designated spot frequencies in some bands where the Amateur Service is the Primary User in the UK. Initial applications are currently being processed, with the first NoVs expected to be issued before the end of July 2005. These systems will carry distinctive “MB7Ixx” callsigns.

Restructuring of the Committee will ensure that, from 1st July 2005, it is in a position to look at emerging modes and technologies and see where support for those is required. A particular work effort will be directed towards encouraging the use of Microwave bands, although it is appreciated that the current prevalent “where can I buy one of those” philosophy will make this a non-trivial task.
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